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Tree of Wishes Brings Joy
to Many Families in Need

For more than a quarter century Family ‘ from FSC and other local service
Service Center has been making the agencies.
holiday season brighter. “ Thisyear, _ The program is made possible by
many peoplein our community will not s, contributions from corporate
have a merry Christmas unless we SpONSOr's, government agencies,
help provide giftsfor thosein need,” businesses and individuals. We
says Josie Rocco, executive thank all our donorsincluding the
director. major sponsors. CEFCU; Bank
You can help make the holiday of Springfield; Neuhoff Medig;
brighter for people who are Kerber, Eck, and Braeckel,
less fortunate by LLP; RW Troxell & Co.;
participating in the Tree of Sears; Springfield Electric
Wishes. Just choose a and White Oaks Mall.
name from the Tree of “Volunteers and corporate
Wishes, then purchase a gift for sponsors are welcome to partici-
the person you selected and return it to the | pate. Approximately 250 volunteers are
Tree of Wishes booth for delivery to the needed each year to help make the Tree
recipient. of Wishes a heartwarming experience for
The tree is located at the gingerbread many peoplein need,” explained Brooke
house booth in White Oaks Mall’slower | Thomas, event coordinator.
level near Sears from Nov. 21 through “Volunteer opportunitiesinclude work-
Dec. 20. ing a shift at the tree site in the mall.” For
Tree of Wishes provides gifts during the | Moreinformation, cal 528-8406, e-mail
holiday season to morethan 1,000 clients | Pthomas@service2families.org.

Celebrating Halloween at FSC

Gobhlins, ghodts, : . Four prizes were
witches and other ( A awarded inthe
scary characters a costume contest. First
joined the fun at the Y placewent to aninja
FSC's second annual turtle, scariest to a
Halloween party. witch, funniesttoa
Thirty fivechildren baby dressed as a
and thirty two adults attended the bunny, and most original was

festivities. The party goers made awarded to afairy princess.

Werewolf and Dracula masks and enjoyed Everyone was treated to pizza, apples
activitiesincluding pinthefaceonthe with caramel dip and dessert. Pumpkins
mummy and a pumpkin toss game. were donated by Joseph Weishaar.

Volunteers
are invited
to help with the
Tree of Wishes,

call 528-8406

or e-mail
bthomas@service2families.com.
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Family Service Center
Programs and Services

Our programs are designed to
help familiesand individuals of
all ages deal positively with the
continuing challenges that
occur throughout the family life

cycle

Adoption

Adoption Preservation
Foster Care

Respite

Tree of Wishes

YPSS (Young Parent
Support Services)

FSC Connection is published
for Family Service Center
members, clients and supportersin
the greater Springfield community.
Your comments and suggestionsare
welcome. Call 528-8406.

Editor ........... Ruth Slottag, APR
Contributors ............ Maria Lotz
................................ Josie Rocco

From Our President

As we are nearing
the end of the
autumn season, the
holidays are fast
approaching and it
istimefor all of us
to open our hearts
to help peopleless
fortunate than
ourselves. By
participating in the Tree of Wishes, you
can help make the holiday happy for
someone in need. Just select a name from
the Tree of Wishes at White Oaks Mall
and purchase a gift for that person.

My first quarter as president of the
Family Service Center has brought many

Maria Lotz
President

challenges. Fortunately thisyear’s state
budget was passed and most of the funds
for our programs have been restored.

The Board of Directors and staff hold
high expectations for this year and we are
working diligently toimplement policies
and procedures that will provide FSC with
asolid foothold into the future. Already
the agency is making progress toward
those goals by increasing the number of
adoptions over the pervious several years.

| am very humbled by the confidence
that has been placed in me and | ook
forward to serving as board president and
al of the great things that the future holds
for Family Service Center.

Maria Lotz

FSC Provides First-Time Camp Experience

This summer two adopted children were able
to experience the fun and excitement of
attending camp.

The FSC Adoption Preservation Program
helped provide financial assistance so that

RN CaitlinMoore, age

' £ 10, and her brother,

Alex, age9, could
attend Jensen Woods
Camp near Timewell.

“My children
needed opportunities
that | could not offer
them at home aswell
as achance to be on
their own and learn to become more self
reliant,” said their mother Coleen Moore.

Alex’s week long-camp vacation was the
first time he had been away from home for
more than acouple of nights' stay at his
grandparents. At camp Alex developed a

new friendship with the camp pastor, who
al so became aswimming competitor. Alex
won an award as
the camp clown
after his scary
voice became the
{ highlight of the
nightly campfires.
Caitlinloved the
horses so much
that she even tolerated the bugs. She can't
wait to go back next year said her mother.

“When | picked up the kids at the end of
camp, they seemed alittle older, more
confident and excited about all thethings
they had tried that they had never done
before,” said Coleen.

“Thank you Family Service Center for all
the help and guidanceyou provideto families
likeours”

Caitlin Moore

Million Penny Drive Fund Raiser

People of all ages can help FSC continue

serving childrenand familiesby donating  gemssss

your spare change in special cannisters

that have been placed at businesses 5

throughout Sangamon County. -
Some of the locations where the

Pe——

Center, Bank of Springfield, Horace
Mann Insurance, Peases, Pasfield
Golf Course, Food Fantasies and
RSM McGladrey.

For more information about the
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million penny drive and how you can
participate, contact Josie Rocco at
528-8406.
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penny drivejars are placed include =
Thirdwave Date, Pawnee Food |



Children Thrive in Loving Home

A local coupleopens
their heartsand their
hometo childrenin
need. For eight years,
Michelleand Noel
Boyd have provided a
loving homefor
several foster children
placed by the Family
Service Center. They
have adopted three of
these children --
Dontarianna, Marquita
and Precious, as well
as carrying for two
foster children.

Dontarianna, age 7, cameto live with the
Boyds at the age of three days old. Shewas
thefirst child to be adopted by the Boyds.
With their love and guidance, she has become
an excellent student who excellsin spelling
and reading.

Marquita, age 11, hasbeenlivinginthe
Boyd homefor fiveyears. Sheisvery
cregtive and has an artistic flair. She shows

L1

Boyd, are not shown.

Precious, Marquita énd Dontaria-nna Boyd pose
in their home. Their parents, Michelle and Noel

. grest promise asa
' futureartist.
Precious, age 9,
became part of the
' Boydfamilyfive
years ago. She
had experienced a
great dedl of
uncertainty and
rejection, having
been moved
through six differ-
ent foster homes
beforeresiding
with the Boyds. At
that time she was
in need of stability and structurein her life.

Today after afew years of loving care
provided by the Boyds, Preciousisthriving
in her new home. She has received the
guidance and instruction she needed from
her new parents and now her grades and
behavior have greatly improved and she
smiles much more.

You Can Make a Difference!

Your membership donation isimportant to supplement the various programs and services
of the Family Service Center. Thisisagood time to help support the much needed
community programs that strengthen families such as the Young Parents Support
Services and Family and Individual Counseling Program. Please complete this member-
ship form and send it with your contribution to Family Service Center, 730 East Vine

Street, Springfield, IL 62703.

Membership Form

Yes, | would liketo become amember of the Family Service Center at thefollowing level:

I
I I
I I
| ___ Friend$25 __ Benefactor $150 |
| ___Donor $50 ___Founder $500 |
| ___ Patron$100 __ Corporate$1,000 |
| Name |
| Address |
I City State Zip :
| Telephone (h) (w) |
| E-mail address |
| My check is enclosed for $ |
| Please chargemy _ MasterCard __ VisaCard |
| Account # Exp. Date |
| si gnature |
o Comnbuion ot debtbn e el by o _ ;

Adoption
Placement

¢ Couplesor individualswho
areinterested in becoming
foster parents or adoptive
parents, and

¢ Any mother who might be
consdering placing her child
for adoption may call Ron at
528-8406 or call toll-free

1-800-877-ADOPT 30

FSC Children
Decorate for
Festival of Trees

Childreninthe FSC foster
care program have created
specia ornamentsfor a
Christmas tree at this year’'s
Fedtival of Trees. The
children had fun painting,
gluing and applying glitter to
the ornaments. Thetree will
be displayed at the Orr
building at the State Fair
grounds from Nov. 21 -29.
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A
Visit our new Web site

FSC Staftf Helps Children and Families

Tiffany Millerisan
adoption preservation
therapist, who provides
counsdlingand
advocacy tofamilies
with adopted children.

Dawn Leverton,
secretary for the Foster
Careprogram, joined
FSC one year ago asa
case aid.

Previously she

She earned her
master’s degreein socia work from the
University of Michigan and her bachelor’s
insocia work from Mercyhurst Collegein
Erie, Penn.

In her sparetime she enjoystraveling,
exploring theoutdoors, and reading.

A native of Ohio, sheand her husband,
Justin Miller, residein Springfield withtheir
dog, Zeke.

worked in daycare for

eight years. She attended Springfield College
inlllinois

In her spare time she mentors and tutors
children of al agesand enjoysreading and
cake decorating.

A nativeof Springfield, sheenjoysspend-
ing timewith her sister, Amanda, and
nephew, William.

www.ser vice2families.or g

Family Service Center
Board of Directors and Staff

Julie Harris

Larry Hemingway, Sr.
LuAnn Johnson
Merrill McDaniels
Ruth Slottag

Tom Wilson

Maria Lotz, President

Wendy Glisson, 1st Vice President
Michael Reisinger, 2nd Vice President
Jeffrey Perkins, Secretary

Kevin Linder, Treasurer

Karola Beahinger Past President
Michael Baker

Management Staff

Josie Rocco, Executive Director

Kelly VonMock, Director of Finance &
Administration

Leanna Barber, Director of YPSS

Laura Marquette, Director of Foster Care

Paige Lees, Director of Counseling
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